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A Report on Legal Education in Kerala and the Feasibility of Starting Three Year LLB 
Evening Course in Govt. Law College, Ernakulam 

1. Introducton 

Before India’s independence, the sphere of legal education was limited because its social 

aim was to punish the people for offences, to solve civil disputes between people and to 

maintain law and order. But after independence, the situation underwent transformation 

and India became a welfare state. The main aim of democracy was to secure political, 

economic and social justice to the people. In a welfare state, there are a large number of 

laws and the state regulation and control become necessary. Here the scope of law 

becomes widened as legal advice is sought in many spheres. Governments require lawyers 

who are experts in matters relating to constitutional law, while business and industrial 

circles need those lawyers who have a thorough knowledge of taxation, labour, mercantile 

and company laws. In order to develop political institutions, it has become necessary to 

acquire knowledge of election, and parliamentary and constitutional laws. For economic 

development, it is necessary to know the economic problems and at the same time the laws 

governing the economic activities. For social development, the lawyers must know the 

prevalent social evils and consequently the laws regarding social reforms in India. 

1.1 Legal Education 

Legal education in India has witnessed steady growth after Independence. The accelerated 

pace of legal education coincided with liberalisation of India’s economy and its increasing 

integration with a globalised world as a result of expanded utility and scope of legal services 

in economy, corporate sector and public policy. Expanding globalisation coupled with the 

emergence of trans-national challenges like terrorism and climate change necessitated 

national responses and protection of states and individuals.  

The success of legal education in India, if there is any, may be largely attributed to what 

started as an experiment in 1987 with National Law School of India University (NLSIU), 

Bangalore. We now have 19 National Law Universities (NLUs) set up in 18 different states 

and Union Territories. The 5-year LLB programme has now become the flagship and 

mainstream law programme. However, with the emergence of a number of other Law 

Colleges, there is a huge dearth of faculty, let alone good faculty, to teach in these law 

schools. In the context of proliferation of law colleges and low level of funding along with a 

dearth of full time staff, the Bar Council of India (BCI) imposed an age limit (20 years) in 
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order to pursue law. In a landmark judgment in 2015, the Supreme Court of India scrapped 

the upper age limit imposed by BCI for applicants of the Common Law Admission Test 

(CLAT) for admissions to state law colleges and universities, making it clear that no age limits 

can apply to aspirants seeking to study law in the country. However, in November 2016, the 

BCI restored Rule 28. The upper age limit prescribed under this Rule has been again stayed 

by the Supreme Court in March 2017. 

1.2 The National Context of Legal Education 

Till early 1920s, opportunities for quality legal education in India were limited. It is not 

uncommon to see Indian legal luminaries from the era with an Oxbridge law degree and 

enrolment at an Inn of Court. 

Though reputed colleges like Government Law College, Mumbai were in existence since the 

second half of the 19th century, the founding of faculty of law in Delhi University, ILS Law 

College in Pune and a host of other colleges in various states and universities across the 

country made quality legal education accessible. 

The Bar Council of India engineered the next level of evolution in legal education in the 

country with the founding of National Law School of India University. The establishment of 

this premier law school in Bengaluru has brought about a paradigm shift in teaching of, and 

research in law. The Bar Council of India visits and inspects Universities/Law colleges in the 

country as part of its statutory function of promoting legal education and laying down 

standards in consultation with the Universities in India and the State Bar Councils. 

Legal Education in India is offered at different levels by the traditional universities and the 

specialized Law Universities and Schools only after completion of an undergraduate degree 

or as an integrated degree. In India, Legal Education has been traditionally offered as a three 

years graduate degree. However the structure has been changed since 1987. 

Law degrees in India are granted and conferred in terms of the Advocates Act, 1961, which 

is a law passed by the Parliament both on the aspect of Legal Education and also regulation 

of conduct of Legal profession. Under the Act, the Bar Council of India is the supreme 

regulatory body to regulate Legal profession in India. 

In this regard, the Bar Council of India prescribes the minimum curriculum required to be 

taught in order for an institution to be eligible for the grant of a law degree. The Bar Council 

also carries out periodical supervision of the institutions conferring the degree and 

evaluates their teaching methodology and curriculum and recognizes the institution and the 
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degree conferred by it. Those who wish to pursue Higher Studies in Law can also do Masters 

in Law, i.e LLM. One can also do PhD in Law offered by many Indian and Over Seas 

Universities. 

1.3 Emerging specialisations and popular courses 

The governing regulations of the BCI mandate that every law student must undertake a 

minimum number of mandatory courses – thereby ensuring that each student has a basic 

understanding of the subject. Apart from the traditional branches such as civil, criminal, 

corporate, taxation and labour and trade, there are new areas such as human rights, 

gender, cyber law, intellectual property law, arbitration, international law, space law and 

sports law that a student can specialise in. 

A person with a background in legal education can, in addition to practicing law, seek career 

opportunities in other spheres. One of the advantages of a law degree is that there are 

many career options available to a lawyer after graduation. A student may consider a career 

in litigation, law firms, corporates, human rights, the NGO sector, public policy, UPSC, the 

UN, journalism and the like. Legal institutions capitalise on these advantages and help 

students diversify their career options after law school. 

1.4 Career options – Legal Education. 

a) Judge: Passes judgment after conducting the court proceedings and hearing the   

     concerned parties in Courts of Law. 

b) Solicitor: Lawyer who advises clients, represents them in the courts, and prepares cases  

     for Sr. Advocates to try in higher courts. 

c) Criminal Lawyer: Specializes in criminal laws CrPC, IPC, Evidence Act and various other  

    penal laws. 

d) Civil Lawyer: Specializes in civil laws e.g. Taxation laws, Excise laws. 

e) Notaries and Oath Commissioners: Lawyers who are licensed to attest documents and     

    affidavits on oath. 

f) Legal Analyst: Works for corporate firms and analyses laws pertaining to the sphere of the  

   company and its operation. 

g) Documentation Lawyer: Specializes in drafting various documents containing   

         agreements, terms-conditions, case material, etc. 

h) Legal Journalist: Covers crime beats, legal proceedings in courts, arbitration courts,   
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     international courts and arbitration events. 

1) Corporate Lawyer/Legal Adviser: Offers consultancy to corporate firms regarding their 

legal obligations, duties, legal relations with other firms. 

j) Government Lawyer: Works for the government and in close coordination with the police. 

k) Law Teachers: With the growing number of Law Schools, teaching Law is a good career   

    option. 

l) Defence Services: Lawyers can join armed forces in their legal departments as JAG (Judge   

   Advocate General) officers. 

m) Public Prosecutor: Works as a representative of State in Criminal Courts in District    

     Courts. 

n) RTI Activist: Those with Social Service in mind can also become RTI Activist to make    

    Public Servants and Governments accountable to Law. 

1.5 Reforms in Legal Education in India 

During the course of hearing of a matter relating to the affiliation of a college with the Bar 

Council of India [S.L.P. (C) No. 22337 of 2008, Bar Council of India vs. Bonnie FOI Law College 

& Ors.], the Supreme Court of India decided to address the crucial issue of reform in legal 

education. Through an order dated 29 June, 2009, the Supreme Court noted the low 

standards of legal education and constituted a committee with Mr. Gopal Subramanium, 

former Chairman of the Bar Council of India as its Chairman, to address the issue of 

inspection, recognition and accreditation of law colleges by the Bar Council of India. Mr. S. 

N. P. Sinha, the former Chairman of the Bar Council of India and Shri. M. N. Krishnamani, the 

former President of the Supreme Court Bar Association were the other members of this 

committee.  

1.6 Legal Education Institutions in Kerala 

The institutions of legal education are seminal social institutions performing important 

integration functions for society, especially those relating to conflict, control and orderly 

social change. Today legal education in government and aided sectors in the state is 

organized in ten prominent institutions with different organizational and management 

structures. Numerous Private Institutions have also sprung up in the recent years, 

emphasizing the importance of legal education in the present scenario. 



5 
 

Kerala has both private and government colleges that offer various degree and P.G. 

programmes in the field of Law. Law institutes and colleges in Kerala offer programmes like 

Master of  laws, LLB, M Phil, LLD, LLM, diploma course in law, PhD  programmes, Cyber law, 

B.S.L, Doctor of Civil laws and many other courses that come under Law. Minimum 

qualification required for seeking entry in Law is 10+2 level. There are various entrance 

examinations for admission to law colleges that an individual is required to take. Kerala has 

many universities that offer law courses. The Prominent Legal Institutions in Kerala 

imparting legal education are given below. 

a. Legal Education Institutions in Kerala – University / Government level 

Sl.  
No 

College/Dept University Dept/ 
Affiliated to 

Place Courses 

1 Government 
Law College 

Affiliated (to Univ. 
of Kerala) 

Thiruvananthapura
m 

LLB 3year 
LLB 5year 
LLB 3year Evening 
LLM 
Research 

2 Government 
Law College 

Affiliated (to 
Mahatma Gandhi 
University) 

Ernakulam LLB 3year 
LLB 5year 
LLM 
Research 

3 Government 
Law College 

Affiliated (to 
University of 
Calicut) 

Thrissur BBA LLB 5year 
LLB 3year 
LLM 

4 Government 
Law College 

Affiliated (to 
University of 
Calicut) 

Kozhikode LLB 3year 
LLB 5year 
LLM 

5 School of 
Indian Legal 
Thought 

Mahatma Gandhi 
University 

Kottayam BBA LLB 5year 
LLM 
PhD 
BA LLB (suspended) 

6 School of 
Legal Studies 

CUSAT Cochin  

7 School of 
Legal Studies 

Kannur University Thalassery BA LLB 
LLM 

8 PG 
Department 
of Law 

University of Kerala Kariavattom LLM 
M.Phil 
PhD 

9 National 
University of 
Advanced 
Legal Studies 
(NUALS) 

NUALS Ernakulam BA LLB 5 year 
LLM 
PhD 
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b. Legal Education Institutions in Private Sector 

In addition to the above nine institutions, there are 19 privately managed law education 
institutions in Kerala. They include:  

1. The Kerala Law Academy Law College, Thiruvananthapuram 

2. AIM College of Law, Thrissur 

3. Al-Azhar Law College, Thodupuzha 

4. Bharata Mata School of Legal Studies, Aluva 

5. Bhavan’s NA Palkhivala Academy For Advanced Legal Studies and Research, 

Ramanattukara, Kozhikkode 

6. Centre for Legal Studies, Thrissur 

7. CSI College of Legal Studies, Kottayam 

8. CSI Institute of Legal Studies, Thiruvananthapuram 

9. KMCT Law College, Malappuram 

10. Mar Gregorios College of Law, Thiruvananthapuram 

11. Markaz Law College, Kunnamangalam 

12. Mount Zion Law College, Konni 

13. NSS Law College, Kollam 

14. Sree Narayana Guru College of Legal Studies, Kollam 

15. The Cooperative School of Law, Thodupuzha 

16. Sree Narayana Law College, Poothotta, Ernakulam 

17. VR Krishnan Ezhuthachan Law College, Palakkad 

18. Nehru Academy of Law, Mangalam, Palakkad 

2. The Issue of Evening LLB Programmes 

 A few of the Law education institutions like School of Indian Legal Thought, 

Mahatma Gandhi university and Government Law College, Kozhikode used to conduct 

regular evening LLB programmes. However, Bar Council of India’s recent rules caused 

hindrances to the functioning of evening programmes in many institutions. The Supreme 

Court of India on 03/03/2017 criticised the Bar Council of India and imposed a stay on the 

Notification of the Council’s circular (BCI:D:1519 LE:Cir.-6 dated 17/09/2016) fixing age limit 

for admission to LLB programmes, and consequently the BCI increased the upper age limit 

to 45 for 3 year LLB programmes. However, certain other stipulations such as faculty-
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student ratio, timing of classes, and mandatory internship for candidates remain as 

hindrances to the conduct of evening programmes. It may be noted that most applicants for 

evening programmes are working individuals who may find it difficult to go on internship to 

other institutions. Moreover, the BCI’s stipulation that classes may be between 8 am and 7 

pm causes a major barrier since a minimum of 5 hours classes are mandatory for recognition 

of the course. 

In the above circumstances, the idea of an evening LLB programme in any college is difficult 

to realise.  

Recommendations: 

1. Students from poor and socially marginalised families cannot afford 

coaching programmes to get into premier centres of legal education like 

National Law Schools or leading private law schools. They won’t be able 

to pay the exorbitant fees charged by the above institutions. Experience 

with reservations for backward classes in these institutions is not 

encouraging either. 

2. Social diversity is a major challenge for the Indian Legal System. The 

representation of women and other marginalised sections is very low in 

our legal system when the vast and diverse population of India is taken 

into account. 

3. There is need for more public funded law colleges / institutions in the 

State to ensure equity and access in the realm of legal education. 

4. The constraints in conducting evening programmes in law cannot be 

easily surmounted, owing to the BCI stipulations mentioned earlier. 

5. The evening LLB programme in Govt. law College Thiruvananthapuram is 

a non – professional, non – practicing academic programme conducted 

in self financing mode. This course is not yet recognised by the Bar 

Council of India. Hence it is not advisable to start such evening LLB 

programmes elsewhere.  

Prepared by the Kerala State Higher Education Council 


